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PRE-SHIPMENT OFFER OF THE 2018 VINTAGE FROM KUMEU RIVER VINEYARDS  
This offer closes on 30th November 2019 

 

 
Founder Maté Brajkovich’s son Michael, New Zealand’s first Master of Wine  

 
 

I am delighted to make a pre-shipment offer of the great wines from Kumeu River. The reputation of this winery 
grows with every passing year and the wines are now hugely sought after. Although this is only the fifth offer of 
these wines from Toke’s, it is actually the 19th vintage of their wines that I have been involved in marketing and 
selling. An exciting development this year is the first release of the Chardonnay & Pinot 
Noir from their new vineyards in Hawkes Bay. Last year we offered the Sauvignon blanc 
from those vineyards and have some on this offer as well.  
 

Kumeu’s Chardonnays now have an international reputation to rival the greatest wines of Burgundy. In a blind 
tasting in London in 2015 involving some of the world’s finest palates, the wines of Kumeu River scored an 
astonishing success. Tasted against the finest white Burgundies their wines achieved the highest average score in 
all but one of the four flights tasted, and in that one it came in second!   
 

And at a tasting last year featuring every Chardonnay Kumeu have produced from 2006-2017, one critic 
compared the wines to those of the legendary burgundy producer Coche-Dury.  “I speculate that you could serve a 
Kumeu River Hunting Hill in a Coche-Dury bottle and your guests would be (a) none the wiser and (b) suitably impressed.  
…….a punchy vintage of Matés Vineyard could take it (Corton-Charlemagne) on. Matés Vineyard is less than £300 (ex 
duty & vat) a case of 12, vs about £1,000+ for a single bottle of Coche Corton- Charlemagne.” 
 

The wines have regularly had praise heaped upon them by the distinguished Masters of Wine, Jancis Robinson and 
Tim Atkin, and Michael Brajkovich is hugely admired by his fellow winemakers. 
 

‘Maté’s’ Chardonnay (produced since 1994) has had an enviable reputation for over 20 years, but the other two 
‘single vineyard’ Chardonnays, ‘Hunting Hill’ and ‘Coddington’ (released for the first time in the 2006) are now 
just as eagerly sought after. With all these accolades, there can be a tendency to overlook the regular ‘Estate’ 
Chardonnay but this is to do it a great disservice as it is a remarkable wine by any standards. Also unlike a great 
many new world wines, the Chardonnays from Kumeu River can take extended bottle age.  

 

If all this wasn’t enough, they also make a range of keenly priced ‘Village’ wines that are produced with the same 
attention to detail, and seriously good Pinot Gris and Pinot Noir. The Village Pinot Noir must rank as one of the 
best value Pinot Noirs from anywhere in the world.  
With such consistent acclaim over so many years most wineries would have taken the opportunity to hike up 
their prices but Kumeu River has always shown remarkable restraint and fairness over such matters.  

 

The prices on this offer show a saving of at least 10% off the list price of the wines 
The wines will be available from February 2020 

William Bennett October 2019 
 



 
 

Ray’s Road vineyard Hawkes Bay  
Two years ago Kumeu River acquired a vineyard in Hawkes Bay (photo above). Michel Brajkovich writes, “We 
had already been looking for vineyard land elsewhere because the availability of land for grapes in Kumeu has 
become extremely limited these days. The opportunity presented to us in the Hawkes Bay is good for the future 
of Kumeu River Wines. The vineyard in Rays Road, Raukawa was originally a joint venture between Trinity Hill 
and Pascal Jolivet from Pouilly-Fumé in the Loire Valley. We are very excited about the land in this vineyard as it 
is predominantly based on limestone and is also significantly more elevated (180 m altitude) than most vineyards 
in Hawkes Bay. It is dry-farmed to yield high quality grapes for wine under the Rays Road name for our Kumeu 
River label. Most of the planting is Sauvignon Blanc, as you would expect with a previous partner who is a 
producer from the Loire Valley, but it also includes Chardonnay and Pinot Noir.   
  
2018 Kumeu River vintage report from Michael Brajkovich  
The Vintage of 2018 was reminiscent of the 2011 and 2012 vintages where hand harvesting and severe selection 
were crucial in maintaining the quality of the wines. As such, the quantity of wine produced in 2018 was severely 
depleted as we strived to produce wines of the quality that our reputation demands. The single vineyards of 
Coddington, Hunting Hill and Mate's Vineyard shone through again and showed that these superior vineyard sites 
perform well even in non-perfect conditions. With the light nature of the vintage the decision was made not to 
use any new oak on the Chardonnay as we had plenty of seasoned barrels that were suitable for these wines. 
The Chardonnays were bottled in June 2019 and have come up beautifully with supple texture and 
approachability, but also with the concentration that we need for bottle age. There are also a couple of additions 
to our range with this release. We are delighted to release the first Chardonnay and Pinot Noir wines under the 
Kumeu River label with the Rays Road designation. 
 

 
Hawkes Bay Sauvignon Blanc 2018 
Given that this vineyard of healthy Sauvignon Blanc grapes had attracted the attention of someone like Pascal 
Jolivet, we thought we should make some ourselves to see what it’s like. We selected a particularly good section 
of the vineyard, harvested the fruit by hand and transported it to our cellars in Kumeu where it was whole bunch 
pressed and fermented in tanks using the indigenous wild yeasts from the Rays Road vineyard.  
This style of Sauvignon is very flinty, with lime-juice aromas and salty minerality. It is texturally layered and 
complex, but with an angular, tangy dry finish. A further year’s bottle age has given the wine more depth and it is 
perfect for drinking now. 
 
Pinot Gris 2018 
The Pinot Gris vineyards we have in Kumeu are producing grapes of high quality consistently that allow us to 
make wine that is rich, complex and delicious. The wild yeast fermentation took place in tanks over an extended 
period. We stopped the fermentation at 5.7 grams per litre of residual sugar. The aromas have typical peach and 
stone fruit notes tinged with the floral perfume that we have come to expect from Pinot Gris. On the palate the 
wine is rich and complex with a lively texture on the palate. Pinot Gris is a variety that goes particularly well with 
food, including quite intensely flavoured dishes. It is also one of the few wine styles that can handle the spiciness 
of chilli, so together with the sweet succulence of prawns, a nicely chilled bottle of Kumeu River Pinot Gris 
makes up a spectacular combination. 
 
 
 



Estate Chardonnay 2018 
Six different vineyard sites in the Kumeu Region supply fruit for the Estate Chardonnay. The 2018 vintage was 
warm but with some weather episodes during harvest. This made hand harvesting crucial in maintaining the 
standard of the Estate Chardonnay that we have set for this wine. The nose shows the ripe peach and nutty 
character that we expect to see from the Estate Chardonnay. The texture supple and with a beautiful bracing 
acidity on the finish. The wine is delicious now and will provide beautiful drinking over the next 6 years. 
 
Ray’s Road Chardonnay 2018 
This Chardonnay was hand-harvested, whole bunch pressed and fermented with wild yeast in older French Oak 
barrels to give a wine that is zesty and fragrant, with mineral complexity that is very true to its site. All of our 
Chardonnay from 2018 is supple and approachable but the limestone soils of this vineyard give us quite a 
different expression to the vineyards we have in Kumeu. The wine is fragrant and flinty with a hint of pink 
grapefruit. The palate is supple but with a limestone edge that is piercing and lingering. It will be interesting to see 
how this wine develops but we fully expect to see it improve with bottle age along the same lines as the other 
Kumeu River wines. 
 
Coddington Chardonnay 2018 
This vineyard produces very rich and unctuous Chardonnay. Usually the most flamboyant of our wines when 
young, the 2018 Coddington has the typical ripe peach and rich nature on the nose. The palate is beautifully 
forward with a supple approachability that is common with the 2018 Chardonnays. The wine has density, 
concentration and luscious creaminess we expect from Coddington and while this makes the wine easy to drink 
at this early stage no doubt it will take on lovely bottle age as it has done with previous vintages. 
 
Hunting Hill Chardonnay 2018 
Occupying the slope overlooking Mate's Vineyard, Hunting Hill vineyard had always (prior to it being designated a 
‘single vineyard’ wine in 2006) contributed lovely ripe and rich fruit to the Estate Chardonnay. It was replanted in 
2000 and is now even better than before, giving beautifully ripe fruit with a distinctive mealy minerality. The 
Chardonnays from 2018 are supple and approachable and this makes the typically fragrant Hunting Hill very 
pretty, with its lemon/lime blossom aromas and hint of orange. The palate has a supple texture and lingering 
flavour which provides a long finish, and it has a salty, mineral tang on the end. As with previous vintages of 
Hunting Hill we expect this to drink well for 6 – 8 years 
 
Mate’s Vineyard Chardonnay 2018 
In 1990, Maté Brajkovich reworked the land and planted a new vineyard of Chardonnay vines on the site of the 
original vineyard that he and his family purchased in March 1944. The first grapes from this vineyard were 
harvested in March 1993, the year following Maté’s death. The resulting wine was released in November 1994 to 
coincide with celebrations marking the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Brajkovich Family’s arrival at Kumeu River. 
The Mate’s Vineyard is usually the most reserved and unyielding when young with the nose being closed, just 
giving hints of the golden queen peach and mineral notes that we expect from Mate’s Vineyard.  On the palate 
however, the flavour is very concentrated and distinctly richer than the other 2018 wines, but maintaining a 
perfect balance and freshness that sets this wine apart and makes it wonderful. Although the 2018 is a little more 
forward than other vintages this is a wine of concentration that will be very long lived. 
 
Ray’s Road Pinot Noir 2018 
Pinot Noir had been planted by the previous owners in 2008 with a variety of clones. We are very excited by the 
Pinot Noir from this limestone hillside, and the future of this vineyard is certainly very bright. 
The grapes for this wine were hand harvested, de stemmed then lightly crushed before being fermented with wild 
yeast in stainless steel tanks. After the malolactic fermentation this wine was matured for 12 months in seasoned 
French Oak. The resulting wine is bright, fragrant with ripe cherry and other red-fruit aromas. The palate is 
supple, deceptively concentrated with a distinctive limestone edge. It is delicious now, and we have no doubt that 
this complex wine will enhance further with bottle age. 

Michael Brajkovich MW 
 

These are some of the best value premium wines available from anywhere in the world. 
This offer closes on 30th  November 2019 

The wines will be available from February 2020 



ORDER FORM – 2018 Kumeu River 
All prices fully inclusive of Shipping, Duty and VAT 

Prices are per case of 12 bottles (unless otherwise stated) 
 
Cases   Wine            Offer price   Total   
         
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER HAWKES BAY SAUVIGNON BLANC  £146.75   …… 
 
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER ‘ESTATE’ PINOT GRIS      £137.50   …… 
 
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER ‘VILLAGE’ CHARDONNAY    £135.60   …… 
 
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER ‘ESTATE’ CHARDONNAY     £224.50   …… 
 
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER ‘RAY’S ROAD’ CHARDONNAY     £253.75   …… 
 
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER ‘CODDINGTON’ CHARDONNAY    £166.75 (per 6) …… 
 
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER ‘HUNTING HILL’ CHARDONNAY     £199.75 (per 6) …… 
 
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER ‘MATÉ’S VINEYARD’ CHARDONNAY               £225.50 (per 6) …… 
 
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER ‘VILLAGE’ PINOT NOIR     £135.60   …… 
 
 
……….  2018 KUMEU RIVER ‘RAY’S ROAD’ PINOT NOIR     £253.75   …… 

 
Grand Total        £………. 

 

 
 

These special prices are for collected orders. We can deliver any where in the U.K. (excluding Highlands and Islands) at a charge of 
£6 per case (with a minimum charge of £12). Local delivery FOC 

The wines will be available from February 2020 
 
Please deliver / I will collect (delete as applicable).  
 
Title………… 
 
Name……………………………………………………………Address……………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………Postcode…………………………  
 
E-mail address………………………………………………………………………Daytime Tel: ………………………………………… 
 

I enclose a cheque (tick if applicable)  *     or alternatively please charge the following Card 
 
Mastercard/Visa………………………………………………………………………….................................................... 
 
Start date…………………………………Expires…………………………. CSC No (last three digits on signature strip) ……………….  
 
Full name on card………………………………………………… Signature………………………………………………………………. 
 
Billing Address if different from above……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 
 
 
 
Terms & Conditions 
Prices: All wines are priced per case of 6 or 12 bottles (as indicated) inclusive of duty & VAT. These special prices are for 
collected orders. We can deliver anywhere in the U.K. – see carriage terms below.  

 
Orders may be placed  
By email 
info@tokesfoodanddrink.co.uk  
 
By post to 
Toke’s Food & Drink High Street, Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire, GL55 6AG 
 
 
Or by telephone on 
01386 849 345 
          

                
Payment - Visa, Mastercard, or cheque with order please 
 
Carriage: These prices are valid for collection from Chipping Campden. Onward delivery within mainland UK (excluding 
Highlands and Islands) is subject to a charge of £6 per case with a minimum charge of £12. 
 
 

Offer Closes: 30th November The wines will be available from February 2020 
 
 

 
 

 

                         


